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Abstract

This talk will address 4 fundamental questions about Global Warming:
1)    What are temperatures actually doing?
The answer to this question should be reasonably straightforward, but it is not. An examination of the various average temperature profiles from Mann to NASA to Hadley reveal that each one is different than the others, sometimes significantly so. Moreover, none of the averages look much like the majority of the raw station data. 
2)    What is causing temperatures to do what they are doing?
The nature of the public debate is such that for most people, the cause of global warming is CO2 associated with the burning of fossil fuels.  The logic of assigning a human cause to global warming is based on the observation that there has been a significant increase in CO2 emissions and a corresponding increase in temperatures – hence the “smoking gun”.  Is this association valid?
3)    What will temperatures do?
This should be a reasonably simple issue as there are only three possibilities: temperatures will continue to generally increase, temperatures will be flat, or temperatures will begin to decrease. Of course which trend is correct will be somewhat dependent on the time-frame we choose. Choose a long enough time frame and all 3 will occur.
4)    What is the impact of climate on humans?
Predictions for the future have been dire, bordering on catastrophic. These predictions are based on models, however, so if the models are wrong, so too are the predictions. And, some of the predictions have been shown to be wrong. We’ll examine what is likely as suggested by both the current data and historical events.
