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Abstract: 

The world economic recession has been continued and is expected to last beyond 2010, causing petroleum demand to decline to some extent. It is important for the Department of Mineral Fuels (DMF) to reposition its strategies to meet its main role and duty of providing energy security to the country. This has to also cooperate well with the awarding plan of the concessionaires to optimize the most benefit during the crisis. DMF’s energy security strategy as well as current and future E&P activities in Thailand will be presented.

DMF’s energy security strategy is derived from the visions of the Ministry of Energy (MoEN) and of DMF itself declared by the current Cabinet led by PM Abhisit to the Parliament on December 30, 2008. The key message is to accelerate petroleum procurement from either domestic or oversea sources. Several work plans and programs have been established in order to fulfill the goal of each strategy. 
Compared with last year, exploration activities in the first half of the year slightly increased while production decreased due to demand drop. Field development has continued as planned. In 2009, there were many successful completions of the first gas/ first oil development in new Production Areas. The 18th-19th petroleum concession bidding rounds have already shown some promising results in both exploration and production business. We wish for similar result for the 20th round. This would, at least, provide additional petroleum production from the recent concession areas to the domestic supply side which is far less than those of the demand side.
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